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FU LL
LESSO

INTRODUCTORY LESSON
Worth a Thousand Words:
Depression-Era Photographs (3 days)
Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator
History:

Core Activity

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

Students can view this record of an era
and see for themselves how Americans
faced the challenge of those testing times.

10. Analyze the causes and consequences
of major political, economic and social
developments of the 1930s with
emphasis on:

Vocabulary
Great
Depression,
Works
Progress
Administration

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://edsitement. neh .gov/view lesson pi
an.asp?id=304

Interdisciplinary Connection
a. The Great Depression;
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

After discussing each photo as a class choose a picture from a current magazine and do the
observation/interpretation with a partner and compare their results.

•

The New Deal Network http://newdeal.feri. org/ also offers an excellent lesson plan for study of
Depression-era photographs of teenagers: click "Classroom Activities" on the site's homepage, then
follow the "Lesson Plans" link to Stanlee Brimberg's "Rondal Partridge, NYA Photographer
http://newdea l.feri. org/classrm/partrid.htm ,'' upon which this lesson is partly based. Finally, any study
of the Depression era can be enhanced by exploring the Federal Writers Project interviews available
in the "American Life Histories" collection at the American Memory http://memory. loc.gov/ammem/
website.

Additional Instruction:

•

Economic events tend to have more than one cause. In an economic downturn, the causes all seen
to lead at once into a downward spiral. Have students work in small groups to create a cause and
effect chain diagram that shows how the economic problems of farmers, investors, and banks all led
to the steep, downward spiral that led to the crash of 1929. Students may benefit from consulting
outside resources. Have students prepare a poster, transparency, or digital slide that illustrates the
causes of the crash.

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessments based on the lesson content.
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FU LL
LE SSON

What Caused the
Great Depression? (4 days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

History:

Core Activity

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

In this lesson, students will analyze the
many causes of major political, economic,
and social developments during the
1930s with emphasis on the Great
Depression. Students will also get a
sense of the despair and desperation felt
by United States' citizens during these
difficult times.

9. Analyze the major political, economic
and social developments of the 1920s
including:
a. The Red Scar;
b. Women's right to vote;
c. African-American migrations from
the South to the North;
d. Immigration restriction, nativism,
race riots and the reemergence of the
Ku Klux Klan;
e. The Roaring Twenties and the Harlem
Renaissance;
f. Stock market speculation and the
stock market crash of 1929.

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://www .ode .state.oh .us/academic con
tent standards/socialstudiessboe/pdf set
D/H1 OF91 0 Wh at Caused the Great D
epression .pdf

Vocabulary
Great
Depression,
credit,
speculation,
stock
exchange,
buying on the
margin, Black
Tuesday, Dow
Jones Industrial
Average, tariff
policy,
regulatory
policy,
monetary
policy, tax
policy

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts
Art

10.
Analyze the causes an
consequences of major political, economic
and social developments of the 1930s with
emphasis on:
a.
b.
c.

The Great Depression;
The Dust Bowl;
The New Deal.

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

The Web site makes suggestions for enrichment activities.

Additiona//nstruction:
•

The Web site shares consideration for additional instruction.

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson.
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FULL
LESSON

The Dust Bowl (4 days)
Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator
History:

Core Activity:

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

This lesson defines for students what the
Dust Bowl was and explains the causes
and consequences for the American
people and the landscape. It also helps
give students an understanding of what
the Dust Bowl farmers endured.

10.

Analyze the causes and
consequences of major political,
economic and social developments with
emphasis on:
a. The Great Depression;
b. The Dust Bowl;
c. The New Deal.

Vocabulary
migrant
workers, Dust
Bowl, black
blizzards,
Okies

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://www .ode .state.oh .us/academic con
tent standards/socialstudiessboe/pdf set
D/H1OF1 0-G1 OA1 The Dust Bowl.pdf

Interdisciplinary Connections
Geography:
Music
A. Analyze the cultural, physical, economic
and political characteristics that define
regions and describe reasons that regions
change over time:

1. Explain how perceptions and
characteristics of geographic regions in
the United States have changed over
time including:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Urban areas;
Wilderness;
Farmland;
Centers of industry and technology.

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

The Web site makes suggestions for enrichment activities.

Additiona//nstruction:
•

The Web site shares consideration for additional instruction.

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson.
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ACTIVITY

The Bonus Army of 1932 (1 day)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:

Core Activity

B. Explain how individual rights are
relative, not absolute, and describe the
balance between individual rights, the
rights of others, and the common good:

In 1932, 22,000 veterans of the First
World War marched to Washington and
set up a "Hooverville" in Anacosta Flats.
These veterans had been promised a
service bonus in 1926 which would be
paid to them in 1945. Because of the hard
times that many of them were facing they
demanded its payment ahead of time.
Hoover's response was to send in the
army - under General MacArthur - to clear
the site. In the process two "bonus
marchers" were killed and hundreds
injured. Students view photographs and
answer questions on the incident.

3. Explain the considerations and criteria
commonly used in determining what
limits should be placed on specific
rights including:
e. Public safety;

Vocabulary
Hooverville,
Communist
agitators

Find the entire activity on the Web site:
http://www.fe lsted .essex.sch .ukHms/hist
ory/usa/partb/bonus .htm
Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Use the Internet to find information on the Bonus Army. Then, prepare the outline for a script for a
TV news program reporting on the grievances of the Bonus Army veterans. Encourage students to
create an outline that is the way a TV news report or documentary might be organized. Suggest that,
as part of the outline, students write questions to ask Bonus Marchers and army officers. You might
have groups of students flesh out their outlines, write a script, and record it for the entire class.

•

Have students create political cartoons on Hoovervilles and the Bonus Army at Washington.

Additiona//nstruction:
•

Call on students to identify specific groups who were unhappy about Hoover's handling of the
Depression. List these groups on the board. Then ask students to imagine themselves as a member
of one of these groups and to write a letter to the Republican Party, stating his or her frustrations with
the Hoover administration. Call on volunteers to read their letters to the class.
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FULL
LESSO

FOR's First Inaugural Address 
Declaring "War" on the Great Depression
(5 days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Activity/Lesson

History:

Core Activity

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

By late winter 1933, the nation had
already endured more than three years of
economic depression but FDRs simple
phrase, "the only thing we have to fear is
fear itself," began the road to recovery.
Students use primary documents to
investigate.

10. Analyze the causes and consequences
of major political, economic and social
developments of the 1930s with
emphasis on:
a. The Great Depression;

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://www .archives.gov/digital classroom
/Iessons/fdr inaugural address/fdr inaug
ural address .htm l

COMPUTE~ !tiJ,

NEEDED-~,
" f

Vocabulary
inaugural
address,
Prohibition,
subsistence,
induction,
candor,
curtailment,
languishes,
incompetence,
abdicated,
exhortations,
callous, ethics,
endeavor,
foreclosure,
manifestation

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts
Art

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Students could write their own inaugural address focusing on their concerns.

Additional Instruction:
•

On the board, list the New Deal's goals - relief, recovery, reform. Have students classify each of
President Roosevelt's actions described in the section of their text into one of these categories. Ask
students which goal they think was most important and why.

•

Ask students to write a journal entry in the voice of someone who lived during the 1930s. The
students' entry should describe one New Deal program and explain how it helped the person from the
period.

Additional Resources
Supplemental Texts:
•

Graham, Otis L., Jr. An Encore for Reform: The Old Progressives and the New Deal. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1967.

•

Leuchtenburg, William. Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940. New York: Harper and
Row, 1963.
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Web Sites:
•

American Journey On-line
www.americanjourney.psmedia .com/aj/gdindex/b.htm

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessment based on the lesson content.
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FU LL
LESSON

The Great Depression and the
Federal Government (5 days)
Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator
History:

Core Activity

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

Students will study the effects of the
Great Depression on the role of the
federal government in the American
economy. Students will reflect on the
approaches to government involvement in
the economy taken by the Hoover and
Roosevelt Administrations. Activities
include examining quotations from the two
presidents and categorizing New Deal
programs to see the extent of the
expanding role for the federal
government.

10.

Analyze the causes and
consequences of major political,
economic and social developments of
the 1930s with emphasis on:
a. The Great Depression;
b. The Dust Bowl;
c. The New Deal.

Economics:
B. Explain how the U.S. government
provides public services, redistributes
income, regulates economic activity, and
promotes economic growth and stability:
5. Analyze the impact of the Great
Depression on the economy of the
United States and the resulting
expansion of the role of the federal
government.

Vocabulary
laissez-faire,
rugged
individualism,
Gross
Domestic
Product (GDP),
Gross National
Product (GNP)

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://www.ode .state.oh.us/academic con
tent standards/socialstud iessboe/pdf set
D/H10F9
E1 08 5 Th e Great Depression and the
Federal Government.pdf

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:

•

The Web site makes suggestions for enrichment activities.

Additiona//nstruction:

•

The Web site shares consideration for additional instruction.

Informal Assessment
Clearly marked assessment in the lesson.
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ACTIVITY

The Great Depression
and the New Deal (1 day)
Suggested Strategies/Lessons

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator
History:

Core Activity

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

Students examine the causes of the Great
Depression and the effectiveness of the
New Deal policies to solve the crisis.

9. Analyze the major political, economic
and social developments of the 1920s
including:
f. Stock market speculation and the
stock market crash of 1929.

Vocabulary
relief, pension,
Gross National
product (GNP),
regulatory
agencies

Find the entire activity on the Web site:
http://www.digita lhistory.uh .edu/h istoryonli
ne/us34.cfm

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts

Differentiated Learning
Enrichment Activity:
•

Have students work in pairs to research and prepare a list of questions to ask someone in their
community who lived through and has memories of the Great Depression. Students should identify
seniors in the community and write those letters explaining their task and request an interview.
Students should prepare a list of questions and bring the list to the interview. Have them present
their interview to the class.

•

Write five questions that you might ask if you were conducting an interview with FDR. Include
questions about his illness, his family, and the goals of the New Deal.

Additiona//nstruction:
•

Students may find that they are overwhelmed and confused by the names of the New Deal programs
and their acronyms. Have students work in pairs to make a chart that lists and describes each New
Deal program. Invite students to draw symbols for the programs that will help them remember what
each program did. Have students meet to share and explain their ideas.
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FULL
LESSON

The Great Depression and the Arts (3-5 days)

Standard: Benchmark: Indicator

Suggested Strategies/Lessons

History:

Core Activity

F. Identify major historical patterns in the
domestic affairs of the United States
during the 20 th century and explain their
significance:

The material in this unit is designed to
impress upon students the varying effects
of the Great Depression and New Deal on
the lives of ordinary Americans. The unit's
focus is primarily (but not exclusively) on
the people rather than the policies,
especially their fears, uncertainties,
resilience, commonality of suffering, and
survival.

10. Analyze the causes and consequences
of major political, economic and social
developments of the 1930s with
emphasis on:
b. The Dust Bowl;

Vocabulary
New Deal

Find the entire lesson on the Web site:
http://www .newdeal.feri.org/nchs/index.ht
m
Resources:
Optional video- The Grapes of Wrath
(Twentieth Century Fox, 1940)
Optional video- The Plow That Broke
the Plains (United States National Film
Registry,1936)
Informational Web site on The Plow
That Broke the Plains
http://xroads.virg inia.edu/-1930s/FILM/
lorentz/plow.html

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts
Art

Differentiated Learning

Enrichment Activity:
•

In songs such as "Roll On, Columbia," Woody Guthrie celebrated some of the achievements of the
New Deal. Instruct students to find out more about Woody Guthrie's songs. Then, have them write a
song celebrating or criticizing a New Deal action.

Additional Instruction:
•

Direct students to find out more about the Dust Bowl. Then, tell students to write a report to submit to
President Roosevelt explaining how to help the states in the Dust Bowl. Remind them to include
information about how to help prevent another Dust Bowl in the future.
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Additional Resources
Video:

•

Film on the Left: American Documentary Film From 1931 to 1941.Alexander, William. (Princeton,
Princeton University Press), 1981.

•

Non-Fiction Film: A Critical History. Barsam, Richard M., Bloomington: (Indiana University Press),
1992.

•

Were in the Money: Depression America and Its Films. Bergman, Andrew. New York, (New York
University Press), 1971.

•

Pare Lorentz and the Documentary Film, Snyder, Robert L., (Reno: University of Nevada Press),
1992.

•

FOR's Moviemaker: Memoirs and Scripts. Lorentz, Pare. (Reno: University of Nevada Press), 1992.

Informal Assessment
Teachers can create their own assessment based on the lesson content.
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